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The Georgia Association of Assessing Officials (GAAO), a professional organization of almost 1600 Assessors 
and Appraisers statewide, is dedicated to public service. This policy statement includes the association's top 
legislative priorities for the 2008 General Assembly.  The GAAO Leadership offers its combined expertise as 
a resource to the Legislature for matters related to property tax and assessment administration.  
 
The Mission of the Georgia Association of Assessing officials is to promote integrity and 
professionalism in assessment administration through education, leadership, and cooperation. 
 
 

 
Funding for DOR Mandated Programs to Counties - Originally the General Assembly set aside ¼ mill levy 
for ongoing mandated county support programs.   Recently all these funds (Approximately $70 million in 
2005) have been transferred into the General Operating Fund.  In  recent  years  the Department of Revenue 
budget also has been cut, and  these  state  cutbacks  have  forced  counties  to  pay  for  many  things  
previously funded  by  the  state.   Now counties must allocate funds for state mandated forms, state mandated 
training, state mandated minimum appraisal staff, and state mandated property revaluations.  GAAO joins  
with  ACCG  in  requesting  that the  General Assembly add previously cut  funding  back  to the DOR budget 
and to permanently designate a portion of  the 1/4 mill levy for ongoing support of the counties. 

 
Digest Preparation Efficiency & Simplification - GAAO believes that the process of producing a tax digest 
in a timely and efficient manner has been undermined by numerous piecemeal changes in the law. These 
changes have in fact made it more costly and cumbersome to produce a tax digest thus increasing the burden 
on the taxpayers of Georgia. Laws extending the appeal period and requiring extensive advertising periods 
along with requirements for public hearings have made it virtually impossible for counties to submit a digest 
by the August 1st deadline.  GAAO implores the General Assembly to enact legislation necessary to streamline 
this process without compromising the property owners’ rights.   
 
Correcting Valuation Errors/Statute of Limitations - While taxpayers are limited to three years of refunds 
from the date of request regardless of how long an error may have been in existence, tax assessors work under 
various rules with regard to the statute of limitations for making corrections depending on the type of property 
affected. For uniformity and consistency, GAAO supports a single three-year statute of limitations for 
discovery, auditing, and making assessment corrections to real and personal property and calls on the General 
Assembly to enact legislation that will allow such uniformity.  
 
Appeals to Arbitration - GAAO requests that the law dealing with appeals to arbitration (48-5-311) be 
amended to allow Certified Public Accountants (CPA) as well as those appraisal professionals who hold a 
designation of American Society of Appraisers (ASA) be included as qualified arbitrators for property tax 
appeals. The current law limits arbitrators to real estate appraisers, which do not necessarily have training 
and/or experience sufficient to decide cases involving business personal property.  
 
Tax Relief / Tax Shifting / Uniform Assessment of Property - GAAO is opposed to additional exemptions 
and/or limits on assessments and is committed to the fair and equitable valuation of property and the equal 
distribution of the tax burden.  Any new statewide exemptions, assessment freezes, or limitation on 
assessments of property will further shift the burden of property tax from one group of property owners to 
another and increase the frustration among taxpayers.  

 
GAAO also supports the following ACCG legislative initiative: 

 
* Comprehensive ad valorem tax reform. 
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